SCHEME OF REFERENCE

The general awakening regarding historical research in
India has been responsible for the appearance of numerous
publications recording stray historical sources. The scarcity
of these sources experienced in the beginning led scholars and
publishers to support all spasmodic efforts to acquire them.
All these factors led to the publication of these sources with-
out any previously planned arrangement or any systematic
organization of research. The deficiency of material and want
of adequate training which characterised a majority of early
historical publications in India were responsible for the ab-
sence of any proper scheme of reference in them. In spite of
the progress of scientific historical research, and our contact
with systematically organized research publications produced in
advanced countries, this valuable and necessary feature of re-
search publication still continues to be neglected.

The special merit of a source-book of history consists in
its provision of a well regulated scheme of reference which
facilitates reference to its material in the most compact and
abbreviated form. Such a scheme is, in fact, an inducement
for an extensive use of the material. The matter actually used
from a lengthy source hardly exceeds a sentence or two; and
if a small quotation or citation from such a source is to be
documented by a long and intricate train of expressions, the
disproportion of the material used and its documentation
tends to discourage or neglect its use. Such a wilful neglect
is often tolerated though it is detrimental to the interests of
history. Separate numbering or indexing of new sources
attracts the direct attention of the readers. But in individual
source-books or their series, the need for a special scheme to
ensure facilities for easy, ample and short reference to the
material is keenly felt by scholars. A scheme for reference
must provide: